We are glad that Dr. Reynolds should have taken an opportunity of directing the attention of his professional brethren to the subject of vertigo, because we believe that the time is come at which a far more precise estimate can be formed respecting the nature of this condition, than was possible whilst the physiology of the sensori-motor apparatus was in a less advanced state; and because a careful appreciation of its phenomena will not only increase its semeiological value, but will, in its 4G4 Reviews.
condition is to be found in that relation of muscular movement to sensational states, which has gradually come to be more distinctly marked-out by physiologists, in consequence of the exclusion of the excito-motor actions (not involving sensation) on the one hand, and of the emotional and volitional movements on the other.
And this clue lias been thus sagaciously followed up by our author. After pointing out our dependence upon guiding sensation in the execution even of our most purely volitional movements, he continues :
" The lower animals probably depend much more extensively upon the indications of sense, than do those possessed of greater intelligence, spontaneity, and educability; and, a fortiori, much more closely than Man. His energy of volition is displayed in subjecting thought, emotion, and muscular action, to the dictates of judgment; and it is certain that the power of doing so varies widely in individuals. In accomplishing the subjugation of the latter (muscular action), and in its direction to definite ends, he is guided mainly by sensation, and principally by In order to direct attention to these, he has drawn up a useful scheme in which the points of chief interest are systematically arranged; and expresses the anticipation, in which we believe him to be fully justified, that?"If the diagnostic worth of this symptom can be increased, not only will an addition be made to the science of pathology, but we shall receive some aid in the more slowly-progressing science and art of therapeutics." And it has especially been rather with the view of opening a path for future investigation than of presenting any practical results already gained, that he has bi'ought the subject before the ?profession.
